Among all established geological periods, the Ediacaran Period is the longest, lasting from 635 Ma to 541 Ma. It is within this 94 million years of geological history that the Earth was transformed from a world dominated by microbes to one increasingly influenced by animal activities. Important evolutionary innovations occurred in the Ediacaran Period, including the rise of macroscopic animals, complex ecological interactions, and metazoan biomineralization. Resolving the causes and consequences of these biological innovations is a major focus of recent geobiological investigations. However, without a solid geological time framework, Ediacaran workers are facing significant challenges in assembling the pieces of the puzzle from different parts of the world. To develop a better understanding of Ediacaran time and life, a group of 25 geologists, geochemists, sedimentologists, and paleontologists gathered together to examine the terminal Ediacaran Nama Group at a field workshop sponsored by IGCP 587 "Identity, Facies and Time: The Ediacaran (Vendian) Puzzle" and the ICS Subcommission on Ediacaran Stratigraphy.
The terminal Ediacaran Nama Group near Aus in southern Namibia holds a special place in the history of Ediacaran paleontology. Some of the earliest complex Ediacara-type fossils were first reported from the Nama Group (Gürich, 1929; Fedonkin et al., 2007; Xiao, 2008) . This succession contains important geological information about the Shuram carbon isotope excursion (potentially the greatest C-isotope excursion in Earth history), the expansion of animal bioturbation, the rise of animal skeletonization and biomineralization, and the decline and final demise of the Ediacara biota. It is also a key succession to define the Terminal Ediacaran Stage (TES) (Xiao et al., 2016) , which has been identified as one of the priorities for the Subcommission of Ediacaran Stratigraphy following a 2014 workshop in South China (Xiao et al., 2014 ) and a 2015 symposium in Graz, Austria.
Participants were drawn to Namibia by the new developments and discoveries made in the Nama Group in recent years. These include new discoveries and interpretations of Ediacaran and Cambrian fossils (e.g., Narbonne et al., 1997; Jensen et al., 2000; Grazhdankin and Seilacher, 2002; Wood et al., 2002; Grazhdankin and Seilacher, 2005; Jensen and Runnegar, 2005; Elliott et al., 2011; Wilson et al., 2012; VickersRich et al., 2013; Meyer et al., 2014a; Meyer et al., 2014b; Darroch et al., 2015; Zhuravlev et al., 2015; Darroch et al., 2016; Elliott et al., 2016; Ivantsov et al., 2016) , paleoecological investigation of reef-building skeletal fossils (e.g., Penny et al., 2014; Wood and Curtis, 2016) , comprehensive geochemical analyses (e.g., Hall et al., 2013; Wood et al., 2015) , and much needed radiometric ages from key stratigraphic horizons (Grotzinger et al., 1995) . Building upon these advances, several research teams are actively working on the Nama Group in order to further improve our understanding of the late Ediacaran Period.
Before the field workshop officially kicked off, a small group of participants visited the Geological Survey of Namibia to examine its Ediacaran fossil collection, which has been significantly expanded over the past 15 years through IGCP 493/597 and includes the recently reported three-dimensional specimens of Rangea (Vickers- and Ernietta (Ivantsov et al., 2016) . The field workshop started with an examination of classic fossil sites on Farm Aar where ground-breaking discoveries were made in the past. Participants were able to have an up-close look at large Pteridinium slabs assembled by the late Dolf Seilacher, Rangea excavation site published by Vickers-Rich and colleagues, Beltanelliformis excavation site near Ernietta Hill, as well as beds containing new and undescribed forms that are currently under investigation. Lively discussion and debate were heard on the outcrops about the morphology, ecology, taphonomy, and affinity of these enigmatic Ediacara-type fossils. At the lunch break in the Aar farmhouse, a brief ceremony was held to recognize Mrs. Barbara Boehm-Erni as a guardian of this paleontological heritage on her farm. Participants were also able to make a side trip to look at some amazing San petroglyphs on the farm.
On the morning of August 23, participants were shown a section of the Kanies and Mara members at the base of the Nama Group, on Farm Pockenbank some 60 km south of Aus. The Mara Member is characterized by negative carbon isotope signatures and may be correlated with the Shuram negative carbon isotope excursion in Oman. Emerging data from the Mara Member suggest that anaerobic oxidation of methane may have contributed to the negative carbon isotope signatures seen in this and other Ediacaran units thought to be equivalent to the Shu-ram excursion. The Mara Member is also reported to host some of the oldest specimens of the biomineralizing animal fossil Cloudina in Namibia and potentially globally. As such, the Mara Member offers a rare opportunity to resolve the relationship between the Shuram excursion and the first appearance of Cloudina, which is critical in defining TES (Xiao et al., 2016) . In the afternoon, we jumped to the top of the Nama Group, observing some of the latest Ediacaran strata of the Spitzkopf Member on Farm Swartpunt. The abundance of trace fossils, soft-bodied Ediacara fossils, thrombolitic microbial buildups, biomineralizing animal fossils such as Cloudina and Namacalathus, and numerous volcanic ash beds in these strata offers an unparalleled opportunity to test hypotheses about the extinction of the Ediacara biota (Darroch et al., 2015) .
On the last day of the field workshop, some participants ventured to explore the geology and ecology of the Fish River Canyon as well as the geology of hot springs at Ai-Ais, whereas others took a trip to observe the spectacular trace fossils and ancient valley fills in the early Cambrian Nomtsas Formation on Farm Sonntagsbrunn. The field trip ended with a night stay at Fish River Canyon Village, where participate continued their discussion -over traditional Namibian beverages and safari gourmets -on Nama Group stratigraphy and paleontology, as well as plans for future expeditions.
The Nama Group field workshop was followed by a 1.5-day symposium entitled "The Dawn of Animals: Cryogenian to Cambrian" at the 35 t h IGC in Cape Town. The symposium included 33 oral presentations and 12 poster presentations. During IGC, the Subcommission on Ediacaran Stratigraphy held a business meeting on the evening of August 29, where an announcement was made to elect Andy Knoll and Malcolm Walter as the inaugural honorary members of the Subcommission. Plans for formal designation of the basal and terminal stages of the Ediacaran System are underway (Xiao et al., 2016) and detailed discussion of series-level subdivision will begin with a field excursion to Newfoundland in June 2017.
Whereas the Nama Group records the end game of the Ediacara biota, the Nama Group field workshop will surely start a new chapter in the study of Ediacaran paleobiology and stratigraphy. With lingering questions and unresolved enigmas, many participants have already expressed interest to come back to Namibia in the near future. After all, as the longest geological period, the Ediacaran holds many secrets that will keep geologists busy for decades to come.
